CATA Curricular Code Change Proposal
Contest:
Proposed By:
(Name, School, Email)

Ag Communications
Karen Cannon, Cal Poly Contest Advisor
Jill Sperling, CDE State Staff Consultant

Issue: (Describe the reason/rationale for the proposed change.)
1. Eliminate 4 practicums (Web Design, Opinion Writing, Video Production, Journalistic Writing) -- this contest is very
complicated with lots of moving parts. There is very low participation and we hope that by decreasing the sub-contests,
more teachers will consider coaching a team. Additionally, the 4 practicums are very time consuming for Cal Poly staff and
students to prep and host. They also require a great deal of IT support which is currently problematic on the Cal Poly
campus.
2. If more than 10 teams are entered, then there will be a preliminary round held on Friday afternoon/evening. The
Communications Quiz and Editing Exercise will be given to all participants. Those will be scored and the top 10 teams will
be invited to come back on Saturday to present their Media Plans. -- It is time consuming for 10+ teams to present their
Media Plans. This contest is one of the last ones to finish when there are large numbers of teams. Splitting the contest
over two days will help to ensure that the contest runs smoothly and efficiently.
Clarification: If 10 teams or less are entered, then there will be NO Friday round. All teams will compete on Saturday.
Communications Quiz, Editing Exercise and Media Plan Presentations will all be done on Saturday.

Please answer yes or no to ALL the questions below.
No
This proposal will require a contest to open out of rotation.
No
The change will affect General Rules.
Yes, less sub-contest ribbons needed
The change will affect the awards needed.
No
The proposed change will affect tabulations/scorecards.
No
The proposed change will affect contest forms.
The proposed change will affect contest hosting site.
(e.g. additional facilities, new sections, additional scoring, etc.)
If you answered yes to any of the above questions, you need to include the following signatures:
Karen Cannon
CATA Approved Contest Advisor’s Signature
Jill Sperling
CDE Host Site Contest Coordinator’s Signature
If you answered yes to any of the above questions, please explain.

No

*It is recommended that you, or a representative, attend the pre-conference governing board meeting to answer any
questions regarding proposed curricular code changes to contests that are requested to be opened out of rotation.

Description: (Describe what is changing.)
1. Eliminate 4 practicums (Web Design, Opinion Writing, Video Production, Journalistic Writing)

2. If more than 10 teams are entered, have a preliminary round on Friday to do the Communications
Quiz and Editing Exercise. Then, the top 10 teams move on to the Media Plan Presentations on
Saturday.

Proposed CATA Code Change: (Only include the section that the proposed change pertains to – do not include
the entire contest. Reference numbered section. If editing text show new text with old text in parenthesis. For
large changes set track changes in the Word document and attach the file, with edits, to this document when
submitting.)
Delete Part III -Practicums under "Tests" section of the code.
Delete the 4 practicum score cards.

Proposed CATA Code Change: (continued)

*If unable to use the template, your proposed changes need to be submitted in the same format.

